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This book treats the history of the evaluation of medicine in terms of testing for 

efficacy as it evolved from the late nineteenth century onwards. Starting with the use 

of serum as a specific treatment for diphtheria and tetanus in the 1800s, such testing 

procedures brought industrial and medical cultures into contact over the production 

and use of medicines. The result was the elaboration of standards that covered the 

production of medicines and their clinical use. The handling of therapeutic sera thus 

became a model for the evaluation and marketing of other medicines such as 

cardiacs or hormones in the twentieth century. Evaluating and Standardizing 

Therapeutic Agents, 1890-1950 helps us to understand the historical roots of certain 

aspects of today's pharmaceutical industry as well as modern medical practice, which 

have both become increasingly technically exigent, integrating high standards of 

quality and efficacy in every aspect of their functioning.



Contents: 

List of Illustrations

Notes on Contributors

Introduction; Evaluating and Standardizing Therapeutic Agents, 1890-1950; 

C.Gradmann& J.Simon 

Paul Ehrlich's Standardization of Serum; Wertbestimmung and its Meaning for 

Twentieth-Century Biomedicine; C-R.Pruell 

Evaluation as a Practical Technique of Administration: The Regulation and 

Standardisation of Diphtheria Serum; A.Hüntelman 

From Diphtheria to Tetanus: The Development of Evaluation Methods for Sera in 

Imperial Germany; A.I.Hardy 

The Construction of a Culture of Standardization at the Institut Pasteur, 1885-1900; 

G.Gachelin 

Quality Control and the Politics of Serum Production in France; J.Simon 

'The Geneva serum is excellent!' Autonomy and Isolation in Swiss Cantons during the 

Early Years of Diphtheria Serum: the Case of Geneva; M.Kaba 

The State, The Serum Institutes and The League of Nations; P.Mazumdar 

Questions of quality: The Danish State Serum Institute, Thorvald Madsen and 

biological standardisation; A.Hardy 

'The Wright Way': The Production and Standardisation of Therapeutic Vaccines in 

Britain, 1902-1913; M.Worboys 

The Visible Industrialist: Standards And The Manufacture Of Sex Hormones; 

J-P.Gaudillière 

'We need for digitalis preparations what the state has established for 

serumtherapy…': From Collecting Plants to International Standardization: the Case of 

Strophanthin, 1900-1938; C.Bonah 

Changing Regulations and Risk Assessments. National Responses to the 

Introduction of Inactivated Polio Vaccine in the UK and the FDR 327; U.Lindner

Standardization before Biomedicine: On Early forms of Regulatory Objectivity; 

A.Cambrosio

Index

http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?is=9780230202818

http://www.palgrave.com/products/title.aspx?is=9780230202818


You can order online at:

www.palgrave.com

or

please return this form to:

Direct Customer Services,

Palgrave Macmillan,

Publishing Building,

Brunel Road, Houndmills,

Basingstoke, RG21 6XS, UK

Tel: +44 (0)1256 302866

Fax: +44 (0)1256 330688

Email: orders@palgrave.com

Customers in USA:

Palgrave Macmillan, VHPS,

16365 James Madison Highway,

(US route 15), Gordonsville,

VA 22942, USA

Tel: 888-330-8477

Fax: 800-672-2054

Customers in Australia:

Customer Services,

Palgrave Macmillan,

627 Chapel Street, South Yarra,

VIC 3141, Australia

Tel 1300 135 113 (free call)

Fax 1300 135 103

Email: 

customer.service@macmillan.com.au

All prices on this leaflet are correct

at time of printing and are subject

to change without prior notice.

Please allow 28 days from date

of publication for delivery.

Your details may be held on file

 and used by us to offer you other 

products and services.

 If you object please

contact us at the addresses 

above or email

 optout@palgrave.com

ORDER FORM

Please send me (         ) copies of

Title: Evaluating and Standardizing Therapeutic Agents, 1890-

1950

Price: £55.00

ISBN: 9780230202818
Name:

_________________________________________________________________

Delivery Address:

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Postal Code: _______________________________

Country: ________________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________________________________________________

POSTAGE AND PACKING

UK orders under £40, please add £3 per order; over £40, please add £4 per order

Non-UK orders under £40, add £5 per order; over £40, please add 10%

MAILING LIST

Tick here [   ] if you would like to be added to our mailing list

Tick here [   ] if you would like to receive free copies of catalogues in related 

subjects

HOW TO PAY

[   ]    I enclose a cheque payable to Palgrave Publishers Ltd for £_____

[   ]    Please send me a pro-forma invoice (address supplied above)

[   ]    Please charge £__________  to my

 Visa [   ]     Mastercard [   ]     American Express [   ]     Switch/Maestro [   ]

Card number: _____________________________________________________

Expires: _______________________

Cardholder name and address (if different from above):

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Signature: Date:


